FfoLK AGRAINST Fasc|sm FoLK AGAINIT Fascism

The British National Party’s manifesto encourages its members to insinuate them-
selves into the folk and traditional customs of Britain. This involves the appropriation
of British folk music and culture as a means of spreading its peculiar brand of racism
and intolerance.

The UK folk scene is a welcoming and inclusive one; folk music and dance have always
been about collaboration, participation, communication and respect. Folk Against
Fascism has been created to take a stand against the BNP’s targeting of folk music,
a stand against the appropriation of our culture. Folk Against Fascism isn’t a political
party or a bureaucratic, top-heavy organisation. It is any and all of us who want to
make ourselves aware of the BNP’s bigoted view of our history and culture, and who
want to do something about it.

The BNP want to take our music, want to twist it into something it isn’t; something
exclusive, not inclusive. We must not let them. Folk Against Fascism is a way to dem-
onstrate our anger at the way the BNP wants to remodel folk music in its own narrow-
minded image.

The BNP’s Activists and Organisers Handbook encourages its members to get involved
in the folk scene; Folk Against Fascism aims to make such infiltration impossible, with
support coming from all sections of the folk community. We can be found on the web
and at various folk clubs and festivals, and we encourage people to organise and sup-
port events in their own area.

If you sign up to our newsletter you’ll receive updates and information on Folk Against
Fascism events. We are currently organising a series of large-scale concerts to be
held starting next year, but also encourage people to join the group, set up shows,
distribute our stickers, badges and T Shirts, or simply pass on information to friends.
If you’re a Folk club or organisation, you can affiliate to Folk Against Fascism.

“Maybe | should talk to you about fascism. It is a big word and it hides in some pretty
little places. And it is nothing in the world but greed for profit and greed for the power
to hurt and make slaves out of the people. Fascism and freedom are the only two sides
battling.”

Woody Guthrie

www.folkagainstfascism.com
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